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Within these pages, you'll discover a snapshot of the work carried out by
each department here at Opportunity House (OH). As a full-service agency,
we take pride in our commitment to supporting individuals at diverse
stages of life and with varying levels of need. At Opportunity House, every
endeavor is guided by our mission: To help individuals with developmental
disabilities work, live in homes of their choice, and enjoy community life.
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NEW SPORT VOLLEYBALL EVENT




COMMUNITY DAY SERVICES

We recently kicked off a new year of Learning for
Life classes with our first class of the spring
semester, ‘Grocery Store Math,” where students
learned about counting money by hand,
budgeting with a calculator, and finding sales and
coupons for our local grocery stores.

Joe weighing produce

On Valentines Day, CDS
celebrated with dancing, games,
and a photo booth! Valentines
Day is an exciting day for us at
OH, and we are beyond grateful
to spread the love during this
beautiful holiday.
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Clients enjoying Valentines Day activities

Our new Group Employment Program is going strong
as our crews are hard at work for our community
employers. Our Group Employment teams can be built
around a specific task with a customizable team whos
strengths meet your goal! For more information,
contact Crystal Holdcroft at crystal@ohinc.org, call us at
815-895-5108, or stop by to set up an in-person meeting.
There's also a video on the home page of our website,
go check it out!

Group Employment participants keeping the
DeKalb County History Center look shiny and
new!




RECREATION
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Our Rectivities are always
exciting for the individuals we
serve, whether it's an out and
about activity, or staying in from
the cold weather and enjoying a
craft with friends. Crafts are
always a big hit, and this time
we had some visitors from the
NIU School of Nursing!

Individuals posing with their crafted hearts

Our Out & About activities took us to Cave of the Mounds in Wisconsin, a Rockford
Ice Hogs game, AMC Theatre, Chicago, Four Seasons Sports, and more!

Our Kiwanis Aktion Club
members got a chance to learn
about nuclear energy in
February. We welcomed Jim
from the Byron Nuclear
Generating Station who taught
us about the importance of
nuclear power, how the plant
works, and we even got the
chance to build our own uranium
neutron!




OH ATHLETICS

In January, all 3 of our basketball
teams participated in the Special
Olympics lllinois - Region A
basketball tournament. With some
impressive performances from all 3
squads, the Lightning (above - left)
secured bronze medals while the
Thunder (above - right) and Heat
(right) earned silver medals!

Pl '
in a new unified sport we'll
launch this summer: Cornhole! This month, we've been sharpening our
bag-tossing skills in preparation for the SOILL Tournaments in July.
Currently, we have 11 athletes and 10 partners signed up — not bad for a
new sport!



RESIDENTIAL

In January, Case Manager, Kalin, helped a
few clients create their 2024 Goal Boards.

Connie's includes personal goals like
utilizing her cute new wardrobe she
recently shopped for and meeting her

friends’ or OH Staffs support animals or

personal pets!

“They ain’'t gonna know me”
Marge says during her Salon Day.
Every February, she likes to plan
red themed outfits, accentuated
by her red colored hair! She is
Valentine's Day personified!

Josh and Joaquin in their Lehan Drugs
Uniforms

CSP’s oldest client, Richard, celebrated
his 77th birthday in February. Planned
entirely by him, him and his CSP
friends celebrated at China House. He
also joined our Recreation Department
for an Ice Hogs Hockey game!

January and February were great
months for Voc! Josh and Joaquin
celebrated their 90th workday
milestone at Lehan Drugs, congrats
guys! Scott also started working at
Fannie May in January. Even with all
these incredible accomplishments, voc
Is staying busy and are starting to take
on more individuals who are looking
for work!
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Oon Frlday February 9thfwe hosted our 16th Annual Volleyball Event. It
was an incredible night of friendly competition, delicious concessions,
and items won at the drop-in ticket raffle tables. Our 2 OH Athletics
teams showed off their skills and left the Community Center with a
couple wins! Congratulations to the winning teams in each bracket and
thank you to everyone who attended this wonderful event. Your
presence was greatly appreciated and we were beyond happy that you

decided to spend the evening
with us. A special shoutout to
Shannon Vanatta. Without her,
| this event wouldn't be possible
and we thank her for her many
years of service to OH!




OPPORTUNITY HOUSE, INC.

THANK YOU!

FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Upeoming Events:

Band Together
Friday, April 5th, 6-10 pm
St. Mary's Memorial Hall
244 Waterman St in Sycamore

Art Show & Open House
Wednesday, April 24th, 4-6 pm
Opportunity House Main Building
357 N California St in Sycamore

Give DeKalb County
Thursday, May 2nd
Donations accepted by mail, online, or
walk-in on day-of (at DeKalb County
Community Foundation)

Memorial Day
Monday, May 27th
Main Building Closed

Board of Directors

Officers
Landon Faivre, Chair
Jennifer Darlinger, Vice Chair
Lorna Bemis, Secretary
Benjamin Swedberg, Treasurer
& Past Chair

Directors
Tim Conklin
Nicole Fisch

Heather Edwards
Jeanne Isabel
Monteil Johnson
Sushil Keswani
Pulchratia Lacey
Timothy Lehan
Maura O'Toole
Kathy Sloniker
Tom Weaver

About Us

OH is a not-for-profit 501 c 3
organization providing services to
disabled adults since 1963. Our
mission is to help people with
developmental disabilities work, live
in homes of their choice, and
enjoy community life.

We offer a wide variety of services
including residential, day program,
supported employment, recreation

and Special Olympics.

For more information about our
programs, check out our website at
www.ohinc.org or contact us at
815-895-5108.




OPPORTUNITY HOUSE, INC.

THANK YOU!

TO ALL OUR DONORS & SUPPORTERS
THROUGHOUT JANUARY & FEBRUARY

AGGRESSION VBC

ALISON HARRIS

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS SYCAMORE
AUSTIN SCHROEDER

CAMPING WORLD OF DEKALB

CHERYL NICHOLSON

CHUCK ROSE FOR STATE'S ATTORNEY
CITY OF SYCAMORE-POLICE DEPT.

CMJ IT SOLUTIONS

DEKALB SYCAMORE CHEVROLET BUICK GMC
DENNIS AND DEBBIE KLOCK
DONALD AND JANICE BENSON
DONALD AND MARY RENNER
ELITE EXCAVATING LLC
ELIZABETH METCALF

ELLIOTT AND WOOD INC.
HEATHER ROLLER

HELEN TRAGLIA

HOMETOWN REALTY GROUP
IRVING CONSTRUCTION
JAMI AND CODY SAUBER
JEFFERY AND DAWN JAMROG
JILL RIIPPI

JIM AND SUSAN MIZGALSKI

JOELLEN JOHNSON AND THOMAS CHANDLER

JON AND MARY EDDINGS
JONATHAN AND TRACI BLOCK
JOSHUA AND STEPHANIE HOFFMAN
JOY AND BOB HADLEY

KATELYN FRIEL

KATHY AND RUSS SLONIKER

KEN SPEARS CONSTRUCTION

Law Office of Riley N. Oncken
Lynne King-Roberts

M and M Roth LLC

Marc Gorecki

Mary Kahl and Breanne Griffis
MVP Sports Sycamore

Nikki Carter

Northern Rehab Physical Therapy
Patricia Sauber

Pest Control Consultants
Peter and Ruth Anne Tobias
Phil and Barb Amberg

Ronald and Carla Vanatta
Samantha Johnson

Scott and Andrea Hein

South Prairie Elementary PTO
Steinbis Family Partnership
Steve and Jennifer Schroeder
Susan and David Willey

Sycamore Firefighters Union Local 3046

Tiffany Hintzsche
Todd and Shannon Vanatta

Tom & Jerry's - Catering by Diann

Tyler and Katy Fillipp
Victoria and Stephen Foster
Wanda Tatum

Weaver Construction
Whitney Hawkins

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - GRAND KNIGHT COUNCIL 17360

KRISTIN CARDINALI
KRISTIN TALAC




OPPORTUNITY HOUSE, INC.

THANK YOU!

TO OUR 2024 SPONSORS

- \FAMILY FOUNDATION

IDEAL INDUSTRIES, INC.

URSTIVAGINGE

LIGHTING & TRANSPORT

Steinbis Family
Partnership

Heartland g
Bank &5 SHAW MEDIA
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We have recently launched our 2024
Corporate Sponsorship Program, if
you’d like to become an annual
sponsor, please reach out to Wanda
(wtatum@ohinc.org, 815-895-5108 x
132) or Austin (aschroeder@ohinc.org,
815-895-5108 x 130)




